
 

CDSOA 2012 Maine Cruise 

Mid-coast Region, ME 
August 6-10, 2012 

Please register by August 1st! 

Questions?  Contact Event Organizer Dave Bradbury  Ph:  603-470-7900; Email:  dwbradbury [at] hotmail [dot] com 

Or Christina Bradbury  703-946-5976; Email:  cabradbury [at] lycos [dot] com 

 

Fleet communications will be on VHF Ch. 16 and 68.  

Please monitor these channels during the cruise.  

  Hail the “Cape Dory Fleet”.  
 

Maine Cruise: 
 

Mon, Aug 6 -- Davis Cove (Hatchet Cove alternate) 

Tue, Aug 7 -- Oar Is. Cove (Greenland Cove alternate) 

Wed, Aug 8 -- Pleasant Cove (Seal Cove alternate) 

Thu, Aug 9 -- Boothbay Harbor 

Fri, Aug 10 – Sebasco Harbor (Group dinner ashore) 

 
The focus of this year’s Maine Cruise will be Mid-coast, Muscongus Bay and surrounding area.  Depending on where 
the boats are coming from, they may continue to arrive at the various anchorages through the evening so be sure to 
allow room for other boats to anchor nearby.  If conditions are settled, please contemplate allowing another CD to raft-
up with your boat – this decision is entirely up to the captain of each vessel. 
 
Boats should begin arriving anytime after 2:00 p.m.  In the evening we'll all gather on one or two of the boats for 
cocktails (this is where at least one 2-boat raft-up will be handy).  So bring one or two snack items to share with the 
rest of the group and the fixin's for your favorite beverage.  Then it's potluck for dinner.  Whatever you bring is what 
we'll have, so bring enough to share.  So don’t leave home port without your dinghy! 

http://www.capedory.org/fleetevents/NE-2012-MaineCruise_regform.php
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Overview: 
 

Monday, Aug 6 — Davis Cove (Hatchet Cove alternate) 
 

Theme – Beautiful little Davis Cove lies a 

mile or so east of Friendship Harbor with 
spectacular panoramic views, including a 
glimpse of Franklin Island Light to seaward.  
There are a few summer cottages well hidden 
among the trees and two islets set in the 
northern end of the cove.  Protection is good 
from all directions but the southwest.  During 
settled summer weather, Davis Cove is likely to 
be quiet at night, but pretty lively during the 
day. 
 

Approaches – Coming from the south, 

pass between Gay and Morse Island, leaving 
nun ―2‖ to starboard and favoring the Morse 
Island shore.  The rocks northeast of nun ―2‖ 
uncover about 4 feet at low.  As you reach the 
end of Morse Island, leave can ―3‖, which 
marks the tip of North East Point Reef, well to 
port and steer for the center of Davis Cove. 

 

Anchorages – Most of the cottages 

around the cove have docks and private 
moorings.  There is still ample room to anchor 
in 8 to 15 feet of water in a good mud bottom.  
Anchor in the area indicated on the chartlet in 
Figure 1 at right. 

 
 

Tuesday, Aug 7 — Oar Island (Greenland Cove alternate) 
 

Theme – Between the south end of Oar Island and Keene Neck is a little working harbor that yachts seldom visit.  

It is the final resting place of the five-masted schooner Cora F. Cressy, arguably the largest surviving wooden hull of a 
sailing schooner in the world.  Take the dinghy around the wreck of the Cora F. Cressy just to feel the bulk looming 
over you.  She was brought here and sunk as a breakwater to protect the double lobster pound at Keene Narrows.  
The Cressy (2499 tons) was built in Bath by Percy and Small (now part of the Maine Maritime Museum) and launched 
in 1902.  Her length is 273 feet, her beam is 45.5 feet, and her draft is 27.9 feet.  When her sailing days were over, she 
lay alongside a dock in Boston as wharfage charges accumulated.  Then she was transformed into a casino, and her 
last crew were ladies of the night.  She may still be bringing good luck – a piece of her was embedded in the 
foundation of the new building at the Maine Maritime Museum.  Audubon runs a visitor’s center and gift shop at their 
mainland landing.  From there, two short nature trails lead out Hockomock Point.  For more hiking, take the dingy over 
to the Audubon camp on Hog Island to explore. 
 

Approaches – From the west, coming up Muscongus Sound west of Louds and Hog Islands, leave cans ―11‖, 

―13‖ and ―15‖ to port.  Just past can ―15‖ in the Lower Narrows, run close to the mainland at Hockomock Point, leaving 
to starboard the rocks making out from Hog Island.  From the east, run up outside the Crotch Islands and higher Crow 
Island, both of which are state-owned.  Then leave nun ―16‖ to port, turning westward between Hog and Oar Island and 
aiming just to the right of the dock at the northern tip of Hog Island.  Sail past the dock to the mooring area. 
 

Not for Navigation 
Figure 1 Davis Cove 

43° 57.78’N, 069° 18.28’ W 
Charts 13301, 13288 or Chart Kit 63, 18 

http://www.capedory.org/
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Anchorages – Anchor outside the lobster boats, in about 14 feet of water at low.  The lobster buoys in the cove 

might be moorings for lobster boats, so don’t anchor next to one.  The anchorage is well protected except from the 
south, and the bottom is mud.  Anchor in the area indicated on the chartlet in Figure 2 below. 
 

 

 
Wednesday, Aug 8 — Pleasant Cove (Seal Cove alternate) 
 

Theme – This tranquil harbor well deserves its name.  Pleasant Cove lies off the west bank of the Damariscotta 

River upriver of The Narrows and Carlisle Point.  Here, surrounded by saltwater farms, you can spend a night out of 
the river current and away from the rest of the world.  Explore the rocky points and piney nooks at the head of the 
cove, part of the 22-acre Marshall E. Saunders Memorial Park.  Due to overuse, the owners request that you do not 
land on tiny Pleasant Cove Island or the southern shore. 
 

Approaches – The entrance to Pleasant Cove is wide and easy. As it narrows, stay in the deeper water near 

the south bank.  Note: time your passage through The Narrows just after low tide. 
 

Anchorages – You can anchor in 10 to 20 feet at low water in the mouth of the cove, west of Carlisle Point and 

north of Pleasant Cove Island.  For better protection, go half a mile farther in, anchoring east of the point that sticks 
down from the north, in mud 13 to 14-feet deep at low.  Opposite this point are several moored boats and a dock.  
Anchor in the area indicated on the chartlet in Figure 3 on the following page. 
 

Not for Navigation 
Figure 2 Oar Island Cove 
43° 58.97’N, 069° 24.91’ W 

Charts 13301, 13288 or Chart Kit 63, 18 

http://www.capedory.org/
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Not for Navigation 

Figure 3 Pleasant Cove 
43° 55.39’N, 069° 35.28’ W 

Charts 13293, 13288 or Chart Kit 62, 18 

 

Thursday, Aug 9 — Boothbay Harbor 
 

Theme – Boothbay Harbor is one of the best harbors on the Maine coast.  Not only is it large and well protected, it 

is easy to enter under all conditions.  Here are all the services a yachtsman might need and then some.  If you are 
coasting west or east, it is very convenient, less than 5 miles off the direct route. 
 
The harbor bustles with boats of every 
description and has the air of a city of 
the sea.  Like Kennebunkport, the 
town is crowded and touristy, but 
festive.  Shops and restaurants jam 
the streets, and the calendar is filled 
with summer activities. 
. 

Approaches – Coming from the 

west, round green bell ―1C‖ off 
Southport Island, leaving the 
Cuckholds (two little bare islets) to 
port.  The Cuckholds Light, a good 
landfall, is a distinctive white octagonal 
tower 48 feet high on a dwelling with a 
foghorn and radio beacon.  Pass either 
side of high Squirrel Island, observing 
red lighted buoy ―4‖ if you are to the 
west.  Head for red lighted buoy ―8‖ off 
Tumbler Island, leaving Burnt Island, 
with a lighthouse and a horn, to port.  
Don’t be tempted to go inside Tumbler 
Island.  Keep it to starboard.  Leave 
green lighted buoy ―9‖ to port at 
McFarland Island and enter the inner 
harbor. 
 
Coming from the east, find red-and-white bell ―HL‖ at the beginning of Fisherman Island Passage, sailing north of 
Hypocrites, Fisherman Island, and small, grassy Ram Island with its lighthouse and foghorn.  Keep the three nuns 

Not for Navigation 
Figure 4 Boothbay 

43° 47.29’N, 070° 02.43’ W 
Charts 13290 13288 or Chart Kit 60, 59, 17 

http://www.capedory.org/
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marking the ledges to the south of Linekin Neck to starboard and turn northward.  Leave high Squirrel Island to port 
and enter as described above. 
 
In fog, keep your radio on to listen for securité calls—some whale-watching boats waste little time getting to the 
feeding grounds, even when the visibility is zero.  
 

Anchorages – The most convenient locations are in the inner harbor, at the northeast corner of Boothbay 

Harbor.  Tugboat Inn Marina and Boothbay Harbor Marina are right in town.  Carousel Marina and Brown’s Wharf 
Marina are well down Spruce Point along the eastern side of the harbor, about half a mile from town.  The distance 
from town has the advantage of being less noisy. See Figure 4, previous page. 
 

 

Friday, Aug 10 — Sebasco Harbor 
 

Theme – Sebasco Harbor is a welcoming spot, well protected under most conditions and easy to enter.  It is 

probably the most convenient harbor at this end of Casco Bay, and it is not far out of the way for boats traveling east or 
west.  On the chart it looks wide open to the south, though ledges at the harbor’s mouth and the Dry Ledges farther out 
give it a fair degree of protection. 
 
Before the days of refrigeration, this harbor sometimes was filled with trade ships taking on ice from the Cornelius Ice 
Pond for delivery to all parts of the world. Now it is the site of Sebasco Harbor Resort, a long-established and well 
appointed resort whose resources are available to the visiting yachtsman. With its ample parking and facilities, the 
resort makes an elegant place for crew changes. 
 
Sebasco Harbor Resort (Ch. 09; 207-389-1161, 800-
225-3819; www.sebasco.com). The cupola marked 
on the chart is a many-layered octagonal green-and-
white wedding cake of a house, called the 
―Lighthouse‖ by the resort and used by the resort’s 
guests.  Sebasco’s dock and float are just north of 
the Lighthouse, with 5 feet of depth at low tide.  Gas, 
water, pump-outs, and ice are available, but no 
diesel.  For repairs, head around Harbor Island to 
Sebasco. 
 
Sebasco Harbor Resort is a vacation spot with a long 
tradition of quiet, understated elegance.  Its facilities, 
including a pool, showers, and laundry facilities, are 
available to visiting boaters.  Guests may also rent 
kayaks to explore the harbor and the New Meadows 
River. 
 
The resort’s lodge was built in 1908 as a clubhouse 
by a New York contractor who sold it 17 years later 
to start the smaller Rock Gardens Inn next door.  It 
has recently been sold again, and the new owner is 
expanding the golf course, the spa, and the 
conference and banquet facilities and developing the 
resort as an exclusive getaway.  They have updated 
the buildings, built the new Pilot House restaurant, 
and enlarged the golf course.  Yet they have carefully 
maintained Sebasco’s essence—service and 
entertainment in a beautiful setting served up in a 
wonderfully relaxed and welcoming way. 
 
Even if you haven’t rented a mooring, you can 
indulge in the Resort’s golf or tennis, dip in the 
saltwater pool, work out in the fitness room or on the 
dance floor, take in a movie, or even—if you can’t get 

Not for Navigation 
Figure 5 Sebasco Harbor 
43° 46.05’N, 069° 52.02’ W 

Charts 13290, 13288, 13293 or Chart Kit 60, 17 

http://www.capedory.org/
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enough of the water—sign up for boat tours or sea kayaking.  The kids can discover candlepin bowling, shuffleboard, a 
small playground, and plenty of open space to fly kites. 
 
―Harmony‖ is going to reserve our T-time 8/11 8:00 am… anyone interested in ―9-holes‖?  I have only played 
golf 3 times in my lifetime… should be interesting. 
 

Approaches – Coming from the south, leave the Jamison Ledge can ―7‖ to port and head for flashing red ―8‖ at 

Harbor Island Point.  Note unmarked Dry Ledges on the chart and make sure you are well to the west of them.  At 
flashing red ―8,‖ turn east and continue well beyond can ―1‖ before heading north into the harbor. 
 
The ledges making out a long way from the southeast tip of Harbor Island are exposed except at high tide.  The less 
prominent ledges on the right side are marked by a privately maintained beacon.  It is safe to turn north into the harbor 
when you can see the channel between the boats moored to the west side of the harbor and those on the east side. 
 

Anchorages – During normal summer winds, the ledges at the entrance to the harbor provide good protection, 

and this is a comfortable anchorage.  Strong wind from the southwest, though, blows in swells, and you will sleep more 
peacefully on one of Sebasco Harbor Resort’s dozen or so stout moorings, grouped on the west side of the harbor.  
The moorings of Sebasco Harbor Resort are marked with dayglow polyballs.  Reservations are recommended.  During 
the day, a launch service operates from the resort float on the east shore, where they have regular gasoline, water, 
and ice.  Expect to pay slightly more than the going rate for moorings here because your fee includes the use of the 
resort’s facilities ashore.  The usual three toots will summon the Sebasco’s launch, or you can take your dinghy to the 
float. 
 
Brewer’s Boatyard also maintains some rental moorings in the harbor. 
 
If no moorings are available, there is usually room to anchor in mid-harbor, in 15 or 26 feet of water, Figure 5 previous 
page. 
 

Dinner – Dinner will be ashore at Sebasco Harbor Resort. (if available).  A Lobster/Steak Bake buffet is served 

outside on the lawn with live music else (5:00) 2
nd

 floor dining room will be available with (limited) various dinner 
selections. 
 

 
 

Register online by August 3, 2011.  Just click on the link below! 

 

http://www.capedory.org/fleetevents/NE-2012-MaineCruise_regform.php 
 

Questions?  Contact Event Organizer 

Dave Bradbury Ph:  603-470-7900; Email:  dwbradbury [at] hotmail [dot] com  or 

Christina Bradbury 703-946-5976; Email:  cabradbury [at] lycos [dot] com 

 

 

All owners of both Cape Dory and Robinhood power and sailboats, 

CDSOA members and non-members, are welcome to attend. 

 

 

Web Resources: 
CDSOA, Inc.:  http://www.capedory.org/ 
Maine Coast Internet Guide:  http://www.coastguides.com/ 
Maine Harbors & Tides:  http://www.maineharbors.com/  
 

Recommended Resource/Reading: 
Credits – much of the information above was directly quoted from ―A Cruising Guide to the Maine Coast‖ by Hank and Jan 
Taft, Curtis Rindlaub, Diamond Pass Publishing, Inc. 

http://www.capedory.org/
http://www.capedory.org/fleetevents/NE-2012-MaineCruise_regform.php
http://www.capedory.org/
http://www.coastguides.com/
http://www.maineharbors.com/

